
HALF DAY PROGRAMS (1.5 hours) 
 

Nature Awareness (Grades pre-k and up) 
This sensory and exploratory journey takes students 
through the many habitats of Churchville Nature 
Center. They are encouraged to use their senses and 
inborn curiosity to become more aware of 
their environment. 

Home is Where the Habitat is 
(Grades 2 -5) 
This program incorporates the 
unique ecosystems at Churchville 
Nature Center. Students visit 
marsh, meadow, pond and lake to 
survey who lives there and what special adaptations 
each species in the habitat uses to survive. 

Amazing Insects (Grades k-6: spring / fall) 
We will look at some of the most diverse and 
abundant animals on earth. We fear them, yet we 
need them for our survival. Students participating in 
this program leave with a renewed respect for these 
small but mighty creatures. 

Wild About Plants (Grades k-12) 
This program focuses on the energy feeding the 
plants that feed our ecosystem. Depending on the 
season, students will be introduced to ephemerals 
(early spring flowers), native flora, seeds and pods. 

More Trees, Please (Grades 3-12) 

This exploratory, hands-on program offers a detailed 
look at the many benefits and uses we get from 
trees. Students will discover how much we depend 
on trees in our everyday lives. 

Aquatic Ecology (Grade 2 –4) 
Students analyze the inhabitants of a 
pond to understand the concepts 
of community and diversity better. 
We will use nets to borrow the 
creatures from their home to identify them. 
Students will learn the relationships between a 
healthy pond and human health. 

 

Our Watery World (Grades 4–12) 
With less than 1% of Earth’s water available to us, 
the need for constant watershed monitoring is a 
necessity. Chemical testing, visual observations and 
biotic index are some of the tools the students will 
use to see the quality of water in our local 
watershed. 

Reptile Smiles (Grades pre-k – 12) 
This is a unique program featuring live snakes, lizards 
and turtles. We will learn the important role these 
diverse and fascinating creatures have on 
ecosystems. This is an indoor program and will not 
necessitate that students be split into separate 
groups. 
 
****************************************** 
 

FULL DAY PROGRAMS (3 hours) 
 

Ecosystems: Freshwater Ecology 
(Grades 4 – 12) 
This full-day program offers 
teachers and students a hands-on 
field. Depending on the grade level, 
students will be involved in 
gathering, recording and evaluating data collected in 
a variety of aquatic habitats. We will be using 
sophisticated, non-toxic chemical testing equipment 
in a variety of media. Macro invertebrate collecting 
and identifying, a water cycle activity, plant survey 
and marsh exploration. 

Lay of the Land (Grades 4 – 12) 
This is a life skills program teaching 
student about orienteering and 
finding their way around 
anywhere. Students will explore 
maps: both topographic and street. 
The morning is spent learning to read a compass and 
follow directions. They will learn to orientate 
themselves with a compass and with natural signs, 
such as stars, the position of the sun and the use 
nature around them. They will be given directions to 
follow a trail at the nature preserve and learn to 
leave a trail for others to follow.  
 

OUTREACH PROGRAMS 
Explore the world’s diverse rain forest ecology 

through a series of interactive activities. 

Rainforest Adventures 
Three programs to choose from: 
“Rainforest Adventure” – ages 4-6 
“Rainforest Exploration” – Gr. 2-4 
“Rainforest Ecology” – Gr. 5-6 

Geology Rocks! (Grades 3 – 6) 

This is a hands-on interactive rock cycle program. 
We will explore the processes that make up the 
changes in the Earth. Students become geologist, as 
they look for meteorite dust, explode a volcano, 
pound copper and create a metamorphic rock. 

Enemies of Diversity (Grades 4 – 12) 
Why are animals and plants becoming endangered, 
how can we manage this valuable part of our 
ecosystem, and why should we care, are some of 
the questions the students will explore. 

Reptile Smiles (All grades) 
This exciting program features live snakes, lizards, 
and turtles. Students will learn about the diversity 
of these fascinating creatures, what makes them 
unique, and the importance of their role in the 
environment. All reptiles used are harmless. 
(Special Fee) $125.00 

Schoolyard Habitat (All Grades) 
One of our naturalists will visit your 
school and take your class on a 
trek around school property. 
They will see things they never 
noticed before. This is an excellent 
program for students and teachers. 
 

******************************** 

To Schedule A Program: 
   Contact Brooke Harowitz 
Education Program Manager 
@ 215-357-4005 ext. 5035 or 

               v-bsharowitz@buckscounty.org 
 
 



 
DESIGN YOUR OWN SERIES! 

 
More Nutrients Please (1.5 hour) (Grades 4–12) 
This program focuses on 
the nutrient requirement 
of high order plants. It 
explores a plant’s 
influence on soil type and 
soil’s influence on plants. 
Students will determine 
the nutrients required by 
plants and how the 
availability of nutrients 
determines the type of 
plants that will survive in 
certain soil types.  

Micro Fauna: The 

Soil Dwellers (1.5 hour) (Grades 4-12) 
This program starts with an investigation of the 
community under a decaying log. We will examine the 
organic matter layer under the log, observe the organisms 
living there, and collect samples from the deepest layer to 
discover even tinier organism, breaking down the organic 
matter. 

Weathering Rocks (1.5 hour) (Grades 4-12) 
We will take the students on an in-depth look at soil 
formation. We will discuss and observe examples of 
weathering, erosion and chemical breakdown. It’s an 
ever-changing world for rocks. The minerals in a rock 
affect the chemical composition of soil. 

The Dirt, the Whole Dirt, and Nothing but 

the Dirt (1.5 hour) (Grades 2-12) 

This program answers many questions. What is soil? How 
is soil formed? What are the different types of soil? What 
are the components of soil? How does water influence the 
development of soil? We will explore the various cycles 
occurring in the 
development of soil.  

 
 
 

 
 

FEES 
 

Call to inquire about on-site fees! 
 
Offsite Programs: 

- 1 classroom (max 30 students) 
 = $90.00 
- 2 + classrooms in one day  

= $75.00 per 
- Reptile Smiles  

= $125.00 

 
These prices are valid until August 31, 2022. 

 
Cancellation Policy  
You must notify us at least 2 weeks before 
the date of your program for you to be 
issued a refund, (minus a $10.00 
cancellation fee). Cancellations not made in 
time will not receive a refund.  

 
WHAT HAPPENS IF IT RAINS? 
If the weather is too inclement for the 
group to go outdoors, you have two 
options: 

1) reschedule for another day 
2) participate in a rainy-day indoor 
program. Most programs 
transition well to be indoors! 

 
**************************************** 
 

Bucks County Commissioners 
Robert J. Harvie, Chair, Diane M. Ellis-Marseglia, 

LCSW, Vice Chair & Gene DiGorolamo 
The Bucks County Department of Parks and 

Recreation does not discriminate on the basis of 
disability in its programs, activities, and facilities 
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Your window to the 
natural world 

 
Our Mission Statement 
is to instill an awareness and appreciation 

of the natural world in people through 
education, and to promote responsible, 

environmental stewardship with 
commitment to the preservation of 

resources and wildlife habitat. 

Combine two half-day 
programs for 

a full day of outdoor 
education, or 

participate in a half 
day program, then 

treat your students to 
a live one-hour reptile 

program 
after their lunch for 
only $2.00 more per 

student. 


